This article describes a new approach to permeatal surgery in the middle ear that does not require the use of an aural speculum.
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One drawback to the use of the speculum is that it must be held in place with either the physician's hand or with a retaining device. Moreover, becau se most speculums are thick, they narrow the space in which the physician has to operate . A solution to these problems can be taken .from the technique of the standard examination of the external auditory canal and the eardrum. When performing such an examination in an adult, the physician will pull the pinna up and back ; when examining a child, the physician will pull the pinna down and back.
Combining these techniques with the use of stay sutures, the physician can provide greater access to the ear canal and obviate the need for a speculum during surgery. "take care to avoid the cartilage so as not to cause perichond ritis at a later stage. The tragal suture is placed subcut aneously, again avoiding the cartilage. These stay sutures can be fixed to the drape or allow ed to hang anterio rly and posteriorly while weighted down by a clamp or needle holder.
This techniqu e has been used for a variety of procedures, including myringotomy, myringoplasty, and tymp anotomy. Most ears should be amenable to this approach, althou gh it is possible that some ear canals may be too tortuous for this method . 
